Student Consultative Committee
School of Information Technology and Electrical Engineering

Meeting 4/2021 6 October 2021

1. Meeting Attendance
Present: Staff — Dr Gianluca Demartini, Dr Chelsea Dobbins, Mrs Karen Kinnear,
Ms Lorna Macdonald; Mr Richard Newport, Dr Peter O’'Shea, Ms Alexandra
Peake, Mr David Reeves, Dr Rahul Sharma, A/Prof Peter Sutton (Deputy
HOS T&L), Mr Richard Thomas

Students — Joshua Cowper, Riley Mosca (Vice Chair), Therese Nieva (Chair),
Lucia Rega

Apologies: Staff — Mr Matt Luscombe

2. Confirmation of Minutes — Meeting 3, 2021
The Minutes of the meeting held on 25 August, 2021 were taken as read and confirmed with
two corrections. Item 4.1 should refer to Djossha and not Josh. The date on page 3 is
incorrect.

3. Business Arising from the Minutes
3.1 Exam Review Sessions
The Chair confirmed that planning had started for the exam review sessions and some
Course Coordinators will be participating in the EBESS led sessions, some will run their
own sessions.

3.2 Advertising SCC Meetings
The Chair confirmed that they had seen the SCC meeting advertised in courses and in
the EAIT Student Newsletter. The general feeling was that students are becoming more
aware of the meetings but ideas are needed for getting more students to attend
meetings.

Lorna suggested word of mouth and said that members needed to encourage friends
and colleagues to attend. Therese suggested asking Clubs and Societies to advertise
the meetings (so far UQCS and EBESS having been sharing the meetings). Therese
also suggested asking the 1%t Year Engineering Learning Centre to advertise the
meetings as well.

3.3 Course Content Delivery via MS Teams (DECO3801)
This item was carried over from the last meeting. Lorna advised that, as far as she is
aware, only Studio 3 DECO3801 is using MS Teams in Semester 2 2021 and that she
had not heard from Madhav with specific feedback.

Riley said that he will contact Madhav and provide the feedback.

3.4 Timing of External Classes / External Student Experience
This item was carried over from the last meeting to facilitate further discussion. Riley
asked whether it was possible to reach out to External students to see whether they
have been enjoying classes. There was a general discussion about what Course
Coordinators are doing to facilitate external classes and feedback received from
SECATSs. Gianluca said that, in the most recent SECATs he had received more
positive feedback from the external students than the internal students. It was agreed
that, as teaching shifts back to a more internal focus, the dynamic would likely change
again.

4. Matters for Consideration
4.1 Feedback Box / Facebook Page
e There was no feedback in the box
e There was no feedback left on the Facebook page.
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5.

6.

Other Business

5.1

5.2

Lack of Disruptions

Peter O’Shea expressed his pleasure at the lack of lockdowns throughout the semester,
particularly given he teaches a project course. There was general agreement and
discussion.

Feedback on “Get to know your School” Event

Karen asked the student members to provide feedback on the “Get to know your School”
event which had run on 22 September, in particular, the School was looking for ways to
engage students as the attendance was lower than hoped or expected (ie 15-20 out of
a projected 250). Josh said that they had attended and enjoyed the event. Peter O’Shea
said that, as a staff member, they had also enjoyed it. Josh theorised that, while the
lawn beyond Forgan Smith is a nice space, it is not a place that ITEE students would
commonly be close to as most classes are scheduled in GP South or Hawken and said
that the approximate attendance at UQCS weekly events was around 15-40 and big
events, like Hackathon, approximately 70.

Therese suggested that location, making events more accessible to ITEE students,
increasing the involvement of Clubs/Societies and reducing the hurdle of signing up
might help as signing up to an event makes it feel as though you need to commit for the
entire length of the event and COVID has led to many cancellations which can feel like
you are committing to an indefinite future event.

Lorna asked about the possibility of doing more spontaneous, pop-up events (ie cartons
of coffee milk / iced lollies) and doing the rounds of buildings (ie there will be an event
in 15 minutes). Therese agreed that more casual / spontaneous events would be good.

There was a general discussion about student engagement as this is a problem that
affects the School, SCC and Clubs and Societies.

Next Meeting
The next meeting is due to take place in Week 5, Semester 1, 2022 — to be confirmed.




